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New Adventures 


Characters: 

Mrs. Warren. 

Mrs. Rhodes 

Scene: Living Room in Mrs. Warren’s 
home. 


Enter Mrs. Warren, a young woman in 
her twenties. Seats herself and picks up a 
packet of leaflets, lying on the table. Looks 
them over one by one, not very thoroughly. 
Lays them aside. 

Door bell rings—Mrs. Warren admits 
Mrs. Rhodes, a woman somewhat past mid- 
dle age, who is Secretary of Stewardship 
of her local. They exchange greetings and 
are seated. 


Mrs. Warren: I’m so giad to see you 
Mrs. Rhodes. | was just thinking about you 
and I’ve been looking over all this Steward- 
ship material you gave me yesterday when 

I joined the missionary society. 


Mrs. Rhodes: You don’t know how glad 
we older women are to see ali the young 
married women coming into our mission- 
ary society. We were young women when 
we joined, but since then we have grown 
older and for a few years we haven’t seemed 
to be able to get the younger women inter- 
ested. Maybe it has been partly our fault 
because we haven’t presented the cause of 
missions in a challenging enough way and 
maybe we haven’t given the younger wom- 
en enough to do, but all that is changed 
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now and we are finding that the younger 
women with Otterbein Guild training make 
better members of our local than we have 
ever been. We are so happy about the fu- 
ture of our missionary society. 


Mrs. W.: I, for one appreciate the nursery 
which is provided for our children. Now I 
can attend the meetings and really enjoy 
them, knowing that my children are being 
well cared for in another room. 


Mrs. R.: Yes, some of our women took 
up the nursery as a Stewardship project. 


Mrs. Warren: Stewardship project! Why 
it doesn’t cost anything! I thought Steward- © 
ship had to do with money. 


Mrs. R.: So many of our women—and 
men too—have that idea. No _ indeed! 
Stewardship is much broader than that. It 
takes in all of life. We speak of the three 
T’s: Time—Talent—Things, in fact Stew- 
ardship means just making a Christian use 
of anything we have. All Christians prac- 
tice Stewardship, only a great many of 
them haven’t thought of it in that way. 





Mrs. W.: I was looking at the yellow card 
among these leaflets and I noticed that it is 
called “Adventures in Stewardship” but 
some of the things on it had never im- 
pressed me as having anything to do with 
Stewardship. I especially noticed the Home 
Adventures; for instance, it says “watching 
carefully the kind of pictures, books, mag- 
azines, and radio programs you have in 
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your home.” Do you really mean that is 
Stewardship? 


Mrs. R.: Yes. God has entrusted us with 
the minds and hearts of our children. We 
are partners with Him in helping them 
grow into good Christian men and women. 


Mrs. W.: I am glad you told me about 
that, Mrs. Rhodes. I think if | remember 
this partnership, I can be a better mother 
to my children. I believe young mothers 
have the greatest Stewardship adventure of 
anyone living, don’t you? 


Mrs. R.: Yes—lI Delieve you are right. 
And still we all have our own responsibili- 
ties. However, I am glad when my chil- 
dren were growing up that my husband and 
I kept up our family altar. 


Mrs. W.: That is something I have been 
wanting to ask someone about. We never 
have had family worship because we don’t 
know just what we could or should do. 
Some people say that in this busy time, a 
family cannot keep a family altar. 


Mrs. R.: I have heard that, too. Perhaps 
we cannot have exactly the same sort of 
family worship our fathers and mothers 
had. Perhaps we can have one even more 
suited to our day. There are so many fine 
Bible story books which children love. 
Then, too, little folks like to memorize and 
repeat Bible verses. Why not sing some 
of their favorite Sunday School songs to- 
gether? [Even little children enjoy hear- 
ing the Bible read. It is true they may not 
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understand it all but becoming familiar with 
its words in childhood makes it all the 
more precious in adulthood. 


Mrs. W.: I notice among this materials 
a copy of “The Upper Room” (or Today, 
or some other book for personal daily de- 
votions). I think I should enjoy it for 
myself. 


Mrs. R.: I have used it for several years. 
After all, there is nothing so helpful for 
one’s own Christian growth as a daily quiet 
time. 

Mrs. W.: A quiet time! A quiet time is 
something I don’t seem to have with two 
children in the house. | 


Mrs. R.: | know just how you feel about 
it. I thought that, too, when mine were lit- 
tle, but I believe that is part of a young 
mother’s Stewardship of time. Even a very 
few moments-gives strength for a busy day. 
Sometimes I find the thought for the day 
from this devotional guide (Upper Room, 
Today, etc.) stays with me all day long to 
help me. 


Mrs. W.: Sometimes when I try to keep 
a quiet hour, my thoughts are so scattered 
and my mind actually wanders from my 
prayers. Then I am ashamed of myself and 
think I won’t try again. 

Mrs. R.: Many people find prayer real 
work. My husband and I just finished read- 
ing a fine book for such people. It is called, 
“The Lower Levels of Prayer.” I will let 
you read it soon. I know you will find it 
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helpful. You see throughout the years our 
form of family worship has undergone sev- 
eral changes. Now as part of our worship 
we read together such fine devotional books 
as this one on prayer. I think family wor- 
ship must be varied to be interesting 
throughout the years and must change ac- 
cording to the age and interests of the 
group. 

Mrs. W.: I am so relieved because 
Stewardship isn’t money. I had always 
heard that Stewardship was tithing. Dear 
me! with two children to clothe and feed, 
and we’re buying our little home too, we 
just about break even at the end of every 
month. I’m sure there’s never a tenth left 
for the church. 


Mrs. R.: My dear—I didn’t mean to give 
the impression that Stewardship did not 
involve money. I only meant that it in- 
volved other things, too. But money re- 
mains the “Acid Test” as it has been called. 
No, I agree with you, very few families ever 
have a tenth left.for the Lord, after every- 
thing else has been taken out, no matter 
how large a salary they have. Our experi- 
ence might be helpful to you. We did just 
as you say you do, when our children were 
little. As they grew older and their needs 
and wants were increased, we found our- 
selves giving less and less to the work of 
the Kingdom. In one of our family coun- 
cils, which it was our custom to hold once 
a week, my husband laid his month’s pay 
check upon the table. Then we all worked 
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out a budget, beginning by taking out, first 
of all, one-tenth for the Lord. I admit it 
wasn’t all as simple as it sounds. It took 
adjusting by every member of the family, 
but as the years went on, and as each mem- 
ber of our family made his contributions 
to his own church interests from this sacred 
“tithe box” we knew we would never want 
to go back to our old way of haphazard 
giving. 

Mrs. W.: That sounds interesting, but I 
am sure Mr. Warren would never consent 
to taking one-tenth of his salary. I will 
talk to him about it. JI am sure he will be 
glad to lay aside a definite portion even if 
it is not a tenth. Even giving systematic- 
ally and proportionately would be a step in 
the right direction, wouldn’t it? 


Mrs. R.: Yes indeed it would. Perhaps 
after you have tried it for a while, you will 
both want to give a real tenth. 


Mrs. W.: I am sure I hope so. 


Mrs. R.: You probably won’t be satisfied 
long with only a tenth, either. One of the 
greatest blessings of tithing is that it 
changes our attitude toward giving. Before 
we became tithers it used to hurt to give. 
Soon we realized that we were in partner- 
ship with God, and it became a joy to set 
apart the tithe and then to use it wisely for 
His work. Calls for money became not 
a bore but an opportunity. We no longer 
ask, “How little do I need to give,” but 
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“How much may I have the privilege of 
giving?” 

Mrs. W.: It must be a wonderful bless- 
ing to feel that way. 


Mrs. R.: Indeed it is. As we develop as 
Christian stewards we realize that not alone 
the tithe, but.all we have belongs to Him. 
Nothing does so much to make Christ a 
living reality in our lives as faithfulness in 
our stewardship. (Rising.) But I must be 
going now. Perhaps you are too busy to 
visit so long. 


Mrs. W.: I had just put the children to 
bed for their naps and they won’t be awake 
for a while yet. I cannot tell you how much 
I have enjoyed talking to you. You may 
be glad to have the young mothers in the 
missionary society but I assure you, we 
shall learn some valuable things from you, 
too. I know I shall be a better wife and 
mother since you have made me see that 
Stewardship involves all of life. Now I 
shall take the valuable time before the chil- 
dren awaken, to look over this Stewardship 
material much more thoroughly. Come 
again, won't you. Mrs. Rhodes? 


Mrs. R. exits—chatting as she goes. 
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